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National FMD Control

Awareness Week
(11 -17w Sept, 2023)

Foot and mouth disease (FMD) has long been recognized as a severe hazard
to the livestock population. The annual total direct economic loss due to FMD in
India ranges from Rs 12, 000 to 14, 000 crores. The losses include mortality, direct
milk loss, reproductive failure (increased abortions and calving interval), draught
power loss, reduction in growth of calves, body weight loss (meat animals), wool
loss (sheep), treatment cost and opportunity cost. Substantial reduction in FMD
outbreaks has been observed since the introduction of FMD control programme and
mass vaccination in India. However, FMD events of variable intensity continue to
occur despite vaccination. The factors responsible have been classified as either
failure to vaccinate or vaccination failure or the interaction in between the both.
Failure to vaccinate is due to a large proportion of the population remains
unvaccinated even after vaccination campaigns due to administrative/technical
reasons which is indicated by a low level of herd immunity in sero-monitoring
studies. This is the gap which needs to be addressed by large scale stakeholders’
involvement. Government of India through its Department of Animal Husbandry
and Dairying had launched the National control programme on FMD. National
Animal Disease Control Programme (NADCP) is a flagship scheme launched by
Hon'ble Prime Minister on 11th September, 2019 for control of Foot & Mouth
Disease (FMD) and Brucellosis. The programme envisaged vaccination of 100%
cattle, buffalo followed by sheep, goat and pig population for FMD.

Infectious disease control is a dynamic, multidisciplinary process. There are
5 key technical elements viz Diagnostics, Surveillance, Prevention & Control, Legal
Framework and Stakeholder involvement. Stakeholder involvement is one of the key
technical elements and pillars of control and eradication. Stakeholders have an
important role and have different problem perspectives, knowledge and information
needs, complicating the implementation of disease control measures. Now, with an
objective to control this disease from the country by the year 2030, this movement



of awareness campaign has to be linked with other technical elements/components,
which will require rigorous monitoring and implementation of the programme by
involving all the stakeholders of which the farming community is most important.

Therefore, ICAR- National Foot and Mouth Disease (ICAR-NIFMD),
Bhubaneswar has enhanced a its FMD awareness programs in the country through
different modes like celebration of ‘NATIONAL FMD CONTROL AWARNESS
WEEK” in the week during 11th September (date of launching of NADCP on FMD)
every year in collaboration with the 32 regional and collaborating FMD centres
spread across the country and all other stakeholders. Efforts are also being made to
develop regular communication and stakeholders’ involvement so that awareness,
learning and cross learning can be encouraged during the entire process till we
achieve the goal of “FMD Mukt Bharat”. The present awareness campaign was
therefore planned with an objective of strengthening stake holders (farming
community, policy makers, technical expert viz. scientists, field veterinarians,
vaccine producers, communication expert, NGOs, meat exporters) involvement in
order to achieve the goal of “FMD Mukt Bharat”.

In this context, ICAR-NIFMD along with all the FMD regional and
collaborating centres organized FMD control awareness programmes from the week
which commenced from 11" to 17" September, 2023 followed by feedback session
on 18" September 2023. Similarly, National FMD Control Awareness Week was
celebrated during 11-17, September, 2023, 32 state FMD regional and collaborating
centres, where several awareness programmes, vaccination camp, health camps,
thematic lectures, role-playing, poster competition, TV and radio talks, etc. were
organised throughout the country by 32 state FMD regional and collaborating
centres and ICAR-NIFMD, Bhubaneswar. Beneficiaries of this FMD control
awareness programme were farmers, livestock inspectors, livestock assistants,
Gopalmitras, Local public representatives, students, private dairy co-operatives,
Zoological Park administrators , Scientists Veterinarians etc.

“In total 9381 stakeholders including 6231
farmers, 1845 veterinarians, 607 para-veterinary
staff, and 698 students participated directly in the
programme. In addition, this awareness programme
covered many more stakeholders through radio talk
and newspaper coverage, live Facebook
programmes and other social media programmes
conducted throughout the country.”
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Farmers participating in FMD control awareness programme and vaccination camp for FMD.



Farmers participating in FMD control awareness programme and vaccination camp for FMD.



Farmers participating in FMD control awareness programme and vaccination camp for FMD.
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Figure 2: Radio talk on the occasion of National FMD Control Awareness Week
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Students participating in FMD control awareness programme and vaccination
camp for FMD
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Poster preparation and leaflet distributed on the occasion of
National FMD control awareness programme
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/fmd-control-awareness-week-observance-
from-monday/article67292382.ece

https://ahvety.mizoram.gov.in/post/fmd-control-programme-awareness-campaign-hman-
anift:~:text=National%20FMD%20Control%20Awareness%20week ,a%20kaihruai%20a%2C
%20Dr%20C.

https://nrcmithun.icar.gov.in/node/972

https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/pune-news/pune-dist-to-conduct-awareness-week-for-
fmd-in-animals-101694281363908.html



https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/fmd-control-awareness-week-observance-from-monday/article67292382.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/fmd-control-awareness-week-observance-from-monday/article67292382.ece
https://ahvety.mizoram.gov.in/post/fmd-control-programme-awareness-campaign-hman-ani#:~:text=National%20FMD%20Control%20Awareness%20week,a%20kaihruai%20a%2C%20Dr%20C
https://ahvety.mizoram.gov.in/post/fmd-control-programme-awareness-campaign-hman-ani#:~:text=National%20FMD%20Control%20Awareness%20week,a%20kaihruai%20a%2C%20Dr%20C
https://ahvety.mizoram.gov.in/post/fmd-control-programme-awareness-campaign-hman-ani#:~:text=National%20FMD%20Control%20Awareness%20week,a%20kaihruai%20a%2C%20Dr%20C
https://nrcmithun.icar.gov.in/node/972
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/pune-news/pune-dist-to-conduct-awareness-week-for-fmd-in-animals-101694281363908.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/pune-news/pune-dist-to-conduct-awareness-week-for-fmd-in-animals-101694281363908.html
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National FMD control awareness programme a glimpse of media coverage.



